
Study of Sex
Experiencing
2d Revolution

By ETHAN BRONNER

Half a century zifter a mild-man-
nered Midwestern biology professor
named Alfred C. Kinsey essentially
created a new academiq discipline
with publication of his best-selling
tome "Sexual Behavior in the Hu
man Male," the study of sexuality Ofi
American campuses is again being
revolutionized.

Oyer the past five years, courses •
examining the origin and meaning of
sexual identity have appeared in
nearly every catalogue of American
liberal arts colleges, and the area is
still growing. Unlike the short health
classes taught at colleges in the past,
what is now available permits stu
dents to specialize in sexuality, espe
cially as a cultural phenomenon.

The University of Chicago initiate
ed a lesbian and gay studies project

•this past fall; the University of Iowa
will offer a certificate program —
short of a major but more than a
minor — in sexuality starting next
September; Brown University is in
the fourth year of offering a full
major called Sexuality and Society;
the University of Minnesota is estab
lishing, with a pledged half-million-
doUar endowment, a Center for Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Studies; the University of California
at Riverside, the University of Wis
consin at Milwaukee, New York Uni
versity and the University of Penn
sylvania are among a growing num-

. ber of^institutions with graduate or
undergraduate pro^suns focused on
sexuality.

Some of the sessions are surpris-
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y ^ Generating Keen Interest
ing\y explicit. At the University of K hi I*""'® ^^S'na without of B%wn?r®'"'° f J
Virginia, undergraduates In acoJrsP . in »«=)! •.'f.!!®®'"®'" ^1*0 "ow works | ACLOSER LOOK I ®"«- ^called Sexualkv TnHau i ' Iryinc to tpii tha neallh center In fio^rnn I "* I ''A nprcnn lui.^ . .

"we should be able to talk abouHhe

ftlnl"!"" ""i-™
WharTBl23"®J°What s about sex," she said of

•IhAv h®® ^ ^• '̂"'̂ ent course. "All
It cL km "• '•ow

t '0"nder-
WMt ^ 'antastlc. I also
SaS"'" """ "«

Jdji
S J ^female-orient-.
femali « ** ® offemale sex organs to demonstrate

P '̂-.fhernalla. And at Te sSe
University of New York at New
Palt^ sadomasochlsts were Invited
criticism^ practices, drawing

;1FiSeSSaS
? Journals and establishedscfiolarly conferences. For example

th^ ask: When was the term h?mJ
sewal Invented? How does swlety

's the differ^
ence between sex and gender?
vnK what they rarely In-volve Is pure science. As sexuality

8rown Into a field ofkeen schol-
arly and societal Interest, the fron-

It^SiiS knowledge aroundIt, while more advanced than half a

s^strr'siifs'-^„ iteashrt.^^r^rrr-.—^"6{lgjL-inedlcaLtg^^ constructlonism

»Pyea^ld ,.c™, rrS;
Jl P''®8'"®'n who now works«n agay health center In Boston
otlJ?«L"ir M'"er and
rJpm.ir '"cludea requirement to take three of four
core courses; the biology ofgender

lUcra" '̂'''"^""" lesbianIltera^ and cultural studies, the his-
rn!7 and acourse that isca^d Queers and Culture but that
appears on transcripts asIdentities/
Communities for fear that potential
employe. „„„„ ^

Those In this field say that learn-
tSfp^r' 5®*"a' Prac-
tSoi f?® an'' Prostl-
wwer'̂ fm "he
IS studying toward a doctorate in

leaching at Arizona

on s'rlP-pers and found them boUi empow
ered Md degraded by their work
tdepending on several external fac-

"It Is very difficult to get at oeo-
e s sexuniitv ha..o.... .L ®._ Pe®^

ASample of Courses in Sexuality
From nni irea

I. Francis Bacon. Oscar Wilde. Hen-
GertrudeStein. Virginia Woolf. John Maynard

T u'^orster, Pyotor llichTchaikovsky. George Santayana,
T.E. Lawrence. Alan Turing and
uals "h '̂"^ensteln were homosexuals, he wrote, "and that Sophocles

tM?er"'M '̂'̂ '̂ ^speare. Chris-
?r'?,r " '̂•'owe. Alexander the
the Lionh 5®®"'' '*'<=''ardthe Llonhearted may have been Is

uallty is merely aghastly blight."

Changing Views
Toward Homosexuality
attISf.H?fr®"'®''®8"^ 'eason to
wiJd hoJ 'o'erance to-u®'?'"'"^"sexuality in America at
Sm education,oeorge Chauncey. a historian at the
University of Chicago. Is writlne a
S Increased accept-ance of homosexuals Is one of the
most fundamental changes of thesecond half of the 20th century.
fir« Am Chauncey says that thefirst American academic conference

9i!n ynlverslty In 1987 and drew
some 600 people auended By I991

I J^en the conference was held at
h J®"^«^i«erslty,ther6^weFfrH00I participants and the following year

atRutgers University. 2.000 scholarsparticipated and 200 p^rs werl
est academic conferences In the
country. Mr. Chauncey said
gist wh?L?;, '̂'?i?'̂ °' an'hropolo-

On the one hand, she worries ihn
I, I,such ; per«„X„c«

InsMe^h students to turn furtherinside themselves. But Ms Shnnir..

SvloT ^«^®" Ss™y comparing what may seem like
one s most natural and Inherent ten-
dencles and feelings with historical
and cross-cultural practices sS

"5i?ou "J"'®®!'® outward.studies, studentsare forced to ask the most basic
questions about how society orean-
MS llsell and iha. Is .heVr^S-

sence of a liberal education." Ms
Shapiro said. "Remember what Erik
Enkson told us about Martin Im.

sear^er who now heads the kuTsev
'n^?.'̂ "'eatXndiana_UnlversIty.we dont understand whv somi»
people are likely to cngagTi!, high.
rlsft sexual behavior while other peo
ple sensibly keep out of trouble " Dr

said. "ItIs probably socii"
cultural, but there may be individual
differences In physiology and neuro-
biology. We still know venr mS

• PhysioScall?r^atlvely little about the extent to'
^ tem? T" S"'',^on'en differ In pat-

'exual response. We know little about whv
??® £^°P'® a '̂̂ se children."Dr. Bancroft added: "in other Im-^nant aspects of behavior" ou fllTd

•Lnn "li®'® ®°ns'stent body of scl-entUlc endeavor, ft is regarded as
something we need to know about.
Sex Is not like thatThere has been a

SusM late,who teaches the three-
year-o d Sexuality Today course at
he University of Virginia, said itwas

that fear that she sought to address
when she had the *

Issues Evolving •
From Women's Studies

Some of the material offered un
dersexuality today on colleee cam
puses llo», (torn IS
ralSJi°' "" '•1"® ""'"'n's Sludlesraised issues about equal pay todav

Studies and examines societal con-
Wentlty. Wholesections of campus bookstores are

t^lng the newly coined label lesbl-
sfw f;.r"B^x topics. ,

at Brown and director of Its sexualltv ^at '"'emallze messages."
courses, sexual Identity Sid deS Roeer "

constructed, not Innate, of nH cJueriln e<««or
This school of thoughris known as monthly
social constmrtinni.... jioniniy jouitial, drew aherv atipn

- ST^-P^iLMnferaKe
Sri. WallvLewj,f sex ov^r hlsto/^.

Athens In the 5th century B.C were

Ji?esMn'̂ a?\h"' Penetrator or pene-

"ThJiin saw.Three hundred years ago. a areat
mwy women and men were having
same-sex relations butthey werenot
"^^arllylabeMsodonE^iS

kingdom
Th?r?r"® u" ""e Issue.

argues that

bS5opir®n"®i Is Innate.
p™L* » ^determined. In the academy, at least among the gay theo
rists, many of whom are gay thisview is typically rejected mtrong
wd ^tentlally harmful, ft Is seen to
ah?l IV.h®0'dls-
faiIc • "'a'may merit sympathy but
society •'ases of

"What I really like about queer
SfnnH. "'a'̂ 'her than looking attninorltv or rticcirfan» .

str^ pu&lSa caS

LfI where you can spend a great
Yn» h educated
te? til I® '°.'"ake choices. Is It bet-ialsobrought to bear on tlie-SsiTp * learnhig to use

•mere is MotherVchJonhSit S 'ook
»n«sn., Which a«J°"C •"

From course caialogues a(
colleges and universities around
the nation:

"QUEER HISTORIES," AT YALE:
Examination of arecent category
o^^a™^is(„ge„de,a„aiesa^
the Study of sexuality, situated
within a historical framework
Readings examine different
aspects ofwhat iscommonly
regarded as"queer." including
gender and sexual
nonconformity, compare and
contrast past and present notions
oithat nonconformily. and
examine howa historical
perspectivecan influence
understanding ofmodern
categories, as well as the
reverse.

Jhe queer liberation movement of
the present day. stressing issues01 raceandclassas well as
gender.

"SEXUALITY TODAY" AT THE
university OF VIRGINIA:
This course will provide an
increased understanding and
appreciation for human sexual
behavior through learning
concepts, principles andlads
regarding sexual health. Topics
will tnclude: human sexual

behavior and relationships
reproductive systems,
contraception andunintended
pregnancy, sex under the
influence of alcohol, regretted
sex.media influences onsexual

behavior, sexually transmittedinfections (including H.I.V.),
sexual health and sexual assault.

LESBIAN, GAY AND BISEXUAL
STUDIES MINOR AT THE UNIVER.
SITY OF CALIFORNIA AT RIVERSIDEi
The curriculum will address such
•ssuBs as:sexual Idemny and

^P^eoialiooigay. lesbianand
bisexual representation: gay
lesbian andbisexual
perspectives onthearts;
retheorizalionsofgender;
sexuality and cultural diversity;
Irilerseclions of sexualiiies and
ethnic identities.

"QUEER LIVES" AT HAMPSHIRE
COUECE IN MASSACHUSETTS!

This course is envisioned asan
niroduction to thinking about the

lives and work of lesbians gay
men, transsexuals, and
Iransgendered people (groups

pofitfcatfy under
^ heten^qye^^^

their autobiographies and their
workas artists andpolitical-

course willtrace thesocial and cultural history of
queer people from the endofthe
i9th century, when sexologists
coined the term "homosexual." to

his know edge, he picked up Plato »
the iTmo "?*• k"® ''® ''new atthe time only that It was about love
was rdprln?* '̂"^discover that It

o K. °ne can Imag-
ime oJ? r a"d articulate one. of homosexual love" he

emerged!*"Sex
P^«s 1S2? "I ""'̂ erslty«-re55.1S9Z}. |( had never occurred
to me that the greatest figure In the
history of philosophy, or for that
In h/ M̂ o'*'®'"/espectable figure
L had at.tempted such a thing."

vpn'r'f"Symposium"and ayear s worth of subsequent reading
made him re-evaluate miirh nf .„hJ

..•«1 lear mat she sought to address then™ i. ii,,. VL . ^"out queer
when she had the students build genl- minilHiv i looking at
' '.m PI... not, ... . "?f"y dissident sexuality ver-

siis tlip in.iinslr'>-ini wp nno-fion n

The 'Dark Side'
Of Enlightenment

flnn^h" "'oral ques-
iwJ'a f®,*=°n"n«ed. "is this a good•hlng. to look at the sex organs as

a"y a complicated piece ofplumbing? Should one's sex life betreated In an objective waTturnino
sex mto an activity like jiggSIg?!

"on and Intimacy in the name of
emancipation. The Idea Is to Increase
pleasure by divorcing It from all
emhtw? ""''"als and socialembedding in which sexuality has
always been understood S re-
SJliiphf"'® drapery of life.Enlightenment has a dark side."

Richard A. Posiier, a conservative
SpmT scholar, who Is
AnnLi" P ° 'federal Court of
Chicago. Is not. however, very lm-
pressed with these concerns. He says

byrnembers of the Judiciary, and by

^uTSr"'''"" "°=-
This was brnimhr i,„. ... . .


